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Mexico Textile & Apparel Imports, 2015 

HS 
Commodity 

Description Value (USD 
millions) 

% of Imports  % Change 
2015/2014 

50-63 Textiles and Apparel $10,508.7 100.0% +1.7% 

61 Apparel Articles And Accessories, 
Knit Or Crochet 

$1,864.4 17.7% +6.8% 

62 Apparel Articles And Accessories, 
Not Knit Etc. 

$1,597.4 15.2% +4.2% 

54 Manmade Filaments, Including 
Yarns & Woven Fabrics 

$1,155.8 11.0% +9.5% 

59 Impregnated Etc Text Fabrics; 
Tex Art For Industry 

$1,133.8 10.8% -2.2% 

52 Cotton, Including Yarn And 
Woven Fabric Thereof 

$1,044.3 9.9% -9.1% 

56 Wadding, Felt Etc; Sp Yarn; 
Twine, Ropes Etc. 

$841.9 8.0% +3.3% 

60 Knitted Or Crocheted Fabrics $806.3 7.7% +7.5% 
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Source of Data: INEGI [2006-present]  



U.S. Textile & Apparel Exports to Mexico 

Commodity 
Description 

Last 12 months 
through 10-2016 
(USD millions) 

Percent Change 
10-2016/10-2015 

Percent of U.S. 
Exports 

Textiles and 
Apparel 

$5,976.7 -8.6% 26.7% 

Apparel $919.6 -23.9% 16.2% 
Yarn $5,057.1 -5.2% 30.3% 
Fabric $591.9 -12.4% 13.1% 
Specialty & 
Industrial Fabrics 

$3,816.7 -5.0% 44.5% 

Made-Up Articles $648.6 +1.7% 18.2% 
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Source of Data: OTEXA 



U.S. Exports to Mexico  
2010-Present 
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Source of Data: OTEXA 



• Duty free market access = no tariffs! 
 
– General Rule of Origin: “Yarn-forward” 

 
• Tariff Preference Levels (TPLs) 

 
• Customs Cooperation (anti fraud) 

 
 

Exporting to Mexico: The NAFTA Benefit 
Textile and Apparel Provisions 
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SAT Verification of Origin Audits 

• Focus on textiles & apparel began in 2011 in an effort to 
combat illegal transshipment. 
 

• Many affected companies contacted USG to request 
assistance because of the broad scope and nature of the 
documentation SAT requested. 
 

• In February 2012, SAT committed to adopt an improved, 
less burdensome process for audits.   
 

• New procedures have been implemented on a case-by-
case basis, including the use of “selective sampling.” 
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SAT Audits: Best Practices 
• Keep all documentation related to NAFTA transactions on file 

for at least 5 years. 
 

• Read the letter carefully and contact SAT immediately with 
any questions. 
 

• Respond within the designated timeframe (usually 30 
calendar days). 
 

• Ask the designated SAT contact person if your company is 
eligible for an audit under streamlined procedures, which 
include the use of selective sampling on a case by case basis. 
 

• Keep detailed records of all communications with SAT. 
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Online Resources 

• NAFTA Verification/Audit Manual: 
https://www.cbp.gov/trade/nafta/verification-audit-manual  

 
• SAT Verification of Origin Website: 

http://www.sat.gob.mx/verificaciondeorigen/Paginas/defa
ult_eng.htm  
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Mexico’s Import Measures for Textiles, 
Apparel, and Footwear 

• Introduced in late 2014 
 

• 6 major elements 
– Registration in national registry of importers (“Padrón 

Sectorial”) 
– Automatic import licensing 
– Establishment of estimated price catalog 
– Monitoring of importers with prior history of undervaluation 
– 10-digit HTS classifications for all textiles/apparel 
– Tariff cuts on 80 HTS lines delayed until January 1, 2019 
 

• NAFTA-qualifying goods are exempt 
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Early Concerns & Current Status 

• Early concerns 
– Delays in obtaining automatic import licenses 
– Problems with importer registration 
– Uneven enforcement depending on port of entry 
– Estimated prices too high 

 
• Current status 

– Importer registrations and automatic import licenses now seem to be 
issued in timely manner 

– 10 digit HTS codes still pending action by Mexican Congress 
 
• WE NEED YOUR HELP!  Please contact us if you continue to 

experience problems when shipping to Mexico. 
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• Trade Data  
– U.S. Imports 
– U.S. Exports 
– FTA Data 
– Trade Preference Programs 

• Free Trade Agreements 
– Summary of the Agreements 
– Legal Texts and Documents 
– Trade Data 
– Safeguards 
– Commercial Availability 

• Trade Preference Programs 
– AGOA 
– CBTPA 
– HOPE Act 

• Export Information 11 

http://otexa.trade.gov 
 

OTEXA Website:  
Your Textile and Apparel Resource 

 

http://otexa.ita.doc.gov/
http://otexa.ita.doc.gov/


Mexico Market Report 
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NAFTA Summary 
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Thank You 

Sylvia Montaño, USCS Mexico 
011-52-55-51402633 

Sylvia.Montano@trade.gov 
 

Lorie Gross, Show Director 
ExpoProducción 
404-334-4583 

Lorie.gross@Expodevco.com 
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Robert Carrigg, OTEXA 
202-482-2573 

Robert.Carrigg@trade.gov 
 

Laurie Mease, OTEXA 
202-482-2043 

Laurie.Mease@trade.gov 
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