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Source: Global Trade Atlas 
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Source: Global Trade Atlas 
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Colombia   

Destination 

USA 21% 

Venezuela 21% 

Ecuador 18% 

Mexico 11% 

CAFTA-DR 

Destination 

USA 75%* 

Destination 

USA 86% 

Mexico 

* Estimate based upon available data 



Source: U.S. Dept. of  Commerce, 
Office of  Textiles & Apparel 

(OTEXA), Trade Balance Report. 



Product $ Value (2011) % Change from 2009 

Trousers $84.4 million +5% 

Knit Shirts $36.9 million +17% 

Underwear $28.3 million +27% 

Towels $22.6 million +80% 

Hosiery $10.4 million -54% 

Source: U.S. Dept. of  Commerce, 
Office of  Textiles & Apparel 

(OTEXA), Major Shippers Report. 



Product $ Value (2011) % Change from 2009 

Felts & Other 
Nonwovens $33.1 million +171% 

Filament Yarn $22.0 million +32% 

Specialty & Industrial 
Fabrics $14.7 million +15% 

Knit & Knit Pile Fabrics $12.2 million +43% 

Cotton Broadwoven 
Fabrics $11.6 million -22% 

Source: U.S. Dept. of  Commerce, 
Office of  Textiles & Apparel 

(OTEXA), Export Market Report. 



“Colombia is known for having one of  the most advanced and 
distinguished textile and clothing industries in the Americas. With 
over 100 years’ experience, it is distinguished by high quality and 

exceptional human talent. [It has] an educated consumer base that 
are knowledgeable about textiles and clothing products and demand 
quality. The Colombian consumer is well-served by local brands that 

offer quality, design, and good prices that are current with global 
fashion trends.”  

 
 
 
 
 
Source: Euromonitor International 
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“The approval of  the U.S.-Colombia Free Trade Agreement (FTA) will 
bring greater benefits to Colombian apparel makers as it guarantees that 
[U.S.] inputs [U.S. yarn, fabric] enter duty-free. The country is becoming 

attractive to investors. Brands such as Levi's, Nike, Diesel and Ralph 
Lauren are already made in Colombia.” 

 
 
 
 
 
Source: Euromonitor International 
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Yarns: generally the fiber must be from the U.S. or 
Colombia; the yarn must be spun/extruded in the U.S. 
or Colombia 

 
Fabric:   

Woven: generally, yarn forward 
Knit: generally, fiber forward 

 
Apparel: yarn forward 
 

DUTY  FREE 
! 
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http://otexa.ita.doc.gov/ 



OTEXA has over 30 years of  
experience in facilitating exports 
for small and medium-sized 
companies: 

Export counseling and 
assistance 
Market Research 
U.S. Pavilions at established 
overseas trade shows 
Trade Missions 
Catalog/Sample presentations 
at overseas trade shows 
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January 22-24, 2013 
 
Fibers, yarns, fabrics, buttons, buckles, zippers, ribbons, lining, 
labels, collars, chemicals, and machinery…for the textile, apparel, 
footwear, and home goods industries.   
 
Attended by over 16,000 persons, including 8,000 buyers, more 
than 400 journalists, and 520 exhibitors from 46 countries. 



 
USA SAMPLE BOOTH -  We market U.S. textile goods 
 
Provide samples, brochures, contact information 
 
$900 

Saves man power, travel costs, booth costs 
An initial step in the market 
 

http://colombiatex.inexmoda.org.co/2013/ 

 

http://colombiatex.inexmoda.org.co/2013/


Trade Data  
U.S. Imports 
U.S. Exports 
FTA Data 
Trade Preference Programs 

Free Trade Agreements 
Summary of  the Agreements 
Legal Texts and Documents 
Trade Data 
Safeguards 
Commercial Availability 

Trade Preference Programs 
AGOA 
ATPDEA 
CBTPA 
Hope Act 

Export Information 
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U.S. Customs 
http://www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/trade/trade_programs/textiles_and_quotas/  

Import Regulations 
Rulings and Ruling Requests 
 

U.S. ITC – Tariff  Schedule  http://usitc.gov/  
 
Census – Schedule B http://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/schedules/b/ 
 
U.S. Trade Representative – TPA Text http://www.ustr.gov/uscolombiatpa 
 
Export.gov http://www.export.gov 
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If  you have a question, please submit it in writing using the 
“Q&A” or “Ask a Question” feature. 
 
We will address as many questions as time allows. 
 
The remaining questions will be addressed via email following 
the webinar. 
 
If  questions come up later, please contact OTEXA. 
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Richard Stetson 
202-482-2582 

Richard.Stetson@trade.gov 
 

Laurie Mease 
202-482-2043 

Laurie.Mease@trade.gov 
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